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ABSTRACT

Philisca colulata Hogg, described in the Clubionidae, is transferred to the Anyphaenidae and newl y
synonymized with Gayenna strigosa Tullgren, for which a lectotype is designated . The Holarctic
erigonid Diplocephalus cristatus (Blackwall) is newly recorded from the Falkland Islands, and i s
presumed to have been introduced from England .

INTRODUCTIO N

Until recently, the spider fauna of the Falkland Islands was very poorly known ; a
single paper by Hogg (1913) describing six new species as endemics constituted the entire
literature . However, Schiapelli and Gerschman (1974) recently published an illustrated

faunal survey which added ten species to Hogg's list . Although those authors did no t

record examples of two of the species described by Hogg (Tetragnatha insulata and
Philisca colulata), they were able to demonstrate that two of Hogg 's names actually refer
to the male and female of the same species . Most importantly, they showed that the great
majority of Falkland Island spiders are not endemic but occur in Tierra del Fuego an d

Patagonia as well ; this is in accordance with the findings of Ringuelet (1955) regardin g

the relationships of the Falkland Island fauna as a whole .
I have recently had the opportunity to examine two lots of spiders from the Falklan d

Islands, one from West Falkland collected by Dr . Junius Bird of the American Museum of

Natural History and one from East Falkland collected by Dr . Sixto Coscaron of the

Museo de La Plata . As a result, I am able to add one further species (probably a n

introduction from England) to the list, to synonymize one of Hog g 's species not reporte d
by Schiapelli and Gerschman (bringing the known fauna to 15 species of as many gener a
and 14 families), and to provide new locality records for several of the other species . In

addition, the presence of the first male Mecysmauchenius from the Falkland Islands ha s
allowed confirmation of the specific identity of that population .

Three localities represented in these collections are not among those in the sample s

mapped by Schiapelli and Gerschman ; their locations are : Maio River, 60 km northwest

of Stanley ; Mullet Valley, 8 km southwest of Stanley ; and Murrell Valley, 10 km north -

west of Stanley . Synonymic and bibliographic information available in Schiapelli an d
Gerschman (1974) has not been duplicated here unless nomenclatural changes ar e

involved.
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I am indebted to Dr . O. Blanco of the Museo de La Plata, Argentina, Dr . R . R . Forster
of the Otago Museum, Dunedin, Dr . T. Kronestedt of the Naturhistoriska Riksmuseet ,
Stockholm, Dr . H. W. Levi of the Museum of Comparative Zoology, Harvard University ,
Dr . E . I . Schlinger and Mr . C. Griswold of the University of California, Berkeley, and Mr .
F . R. Wanless of the British Museum (Natural History), London, for providing informa-
tion, specimens, and types .

ANNOTATED LIST OF SPECIE S

Agelenidae : Emmenomma oculatum Simon

New Records—East Falkland : Murrel Valley, 3 December 1974, 1 female ; Mullet
Valley, 4 December 1974, 1 female ; Stanley, 5 December 1974, 2 females .

Anyphaenidae : Gayenna strigosa Tullgre n

Gayenna strigosa Tullgren, 1901, p . 237, pl . 4, Figs . 6a-6c (male lectotype, here desig-
nated, from Bahia Gente Grande, Tierra del Fuego, Magallanes, Chile, in Naturhistor-
iska Riksmuseet, Stockholm, examined) . Schiapelli and Gerschman, 1974, p . 91, Figs .
18-20 .

Tomopisthes strigosus : Simon, 1902, p . 34. Roewer, 1954, p . 553 . Bonnet, 1959, p .
4660 .

Philisca colulata Hogg, 1913, p . 42, pl . 2, Figs . 5, 5a-5d [female holotype from th e
Falkland Islands, no specific locality, in British Museum (Natural History), examined] .
Roewer, 1954, p . 521 . Bonnet, 1958, p . 3538 (colubata, lapsus) . NEW SYNONYMY .

This anyphaenid appears to be the most common spider on the Falkland Islands . Th e
advanced tracheal spiracle and lamelliform claw tufts of the holotype of Philisca colulata
indicate that, although described in the Clubionidae, it is an anyphaenid . Along wit h
other Falkland Island specimens of both sexes, this type agrees in genitalic character s
with the specimens of the type series of Gayenna strigosa ; as that type series include s
many specimens from several localities, it has seemed advisable to designate a lectotype .

Most of the species which have been assigned to the genera Gayenna, Tomopisthes ,
Oxysoma, Amaurobioides, and perhaps others, form a monophyletic group that probabl y
deserves subfamilial status and that can be distinguished by the presence of two or thre e
teeth (rather than several small denticles) on the cheliceral retromargin and by a charac-
teristic lightly sclerotized area situated at the proximal end of the palpal tegulum . Unti l
this group can be revised, accurate placement of species within the ambiguously define d
genera is impossible ; thus, the generic placement of Gayenna strigosa must be considered
tentative .

New Records .—East Falkland : Maio River, 6 December 1974, 8 females ; Mullet Valley ,
4 December 1974, 1 female ; Stanley, 5 December 1974, 8 females . West Falkland : West
Point, 2 March 1975, 1 male, 4 females .

Erigonidae : Diplocephalus cristatus (Blackwall)

Walckenaeria cristata Blackwall, 1833, p . 107 .
Diplocephalus cristatus : Kaston, 1948, p . 170, Figs . 457, 482, 483 . Roewer, 1942, p .

692 . Bonnet, 1956, p . 1483 .
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This species, newly recorded from the Falkland Islands, has a Holarctic distributio n
but is known to have been introduced into New Zealand from England (Forster, 1967) .
In view of the commerce between England and the Falkland Islands and the capture o f
the species in Stanley (the capital city and main port), it seems reasonable to assume th e
same origin for the Falkland Island population .

New Record .—East Falldand : Stanley, 9 December 1974, 2 males, 2 females .

Lycosidae : Alopecosa nigricans (Simon)

New Record .—West Falkland : West Point, 2 March 1975, 1 male .

Mecysmaucheniidae : Mecysmauchenius segmentatus Simon

New Records .—East Falkland : Maio River, 6 December 1974, 1 female ; Stanley, 5
December 1974, 1 male .

Lehtinen (1967, pp . 289-290) has given adequate reasons for removing Mecysmau-
chenius and its relatives in New Zealand from the Archaeidae . Comparison of the mal e
from Stanley with available South American specimens indicates that Schiapelli an d
Gerschman were correct in assigning the Falkland Island population to M. segmentatus ,
which is also known from Patagonia and the Juan Fernandez islands . The group is in nee d
of revision (there are at least two undescribed species in Chile, and the generic placemen t
of M. nordenskjoldi Tullgren is doubtful) but insufficient material is available at present .

Theridiidae : Anelosimus recurvatus (Tullgren )

New Records .—East Falkland : Murrell Valley, 3 December 1974, 1 female ; Stanley, 9
December 1974, 1 female .

Thomisidae : Petricus niveus (Simon)

New Records .—East Falkland : Maio River, 6 December 1974, 1 male ; Stanley, 5
December 1974, 1 male, 9 December 1974, 1 female .

Zodariidae : Storena bergi Simon

New Record .—East Falkland : Murrell Valley, 3 December 1974, 1 male .
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